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(54) Thread based e-mail 

(57) Systems and methods for providing electronic 
messaging services to multiple users by storing a single 
copy of an electronic message at a centra! location and 
notifying recipients of the stored single copy. An elec- 
tronic message includes a distribution list and a mes- 
sage content. A distribution list identifying multiple re- 
cipients causes prior art systems to duplicate the entire 
message for each recipient, placing potentially large de- 
mands on both processing power and storage space. In 
contrast, the systems and methods disclosed herein 
store a single copy or a limited number of copies of an 



electronic message addressed to multiple recipients 
and provide each recipient with a relatively small notifi- 
cation. In addition to providing information regarding 
content and origin, the notification also provides access 
to the stored message. Furthermore, the methods and 
systems also aid in organizing replies to electronic mes- 
sages. Replies are associated with an initial message 
through a message identifier. The association helps to 
organize electronic messages by su 1 - ' M -*nd provides 
context without requiring an author to duplicate the con- 
tent of the initial message with the reply. 
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The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims. 
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Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims tor which claims fees have 
been paid, namely claim(s): 



No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for the first ten claims. 



LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 
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□ All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for all claims. 

| — i As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division 
I — I did not invite payment of any additional fee. 

□ Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European 
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the 
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims: 



None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention 
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims: 

1-20, 29-34,. 42-44 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity ol invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. Claims: 1-20, 29-34, 42-44 

Delivering a single electronic message to multiple 
recipients by storing a copy of said electronic message at a 
message host, and by sending notification messages including 
a reference to said copy of said electronic message from 
said message host to said recipients. 



2. Claims: 21-28, 35-41, 45-47 

Organising replies to electronic messages by assigning a 
unique identifier to an electronic message, and by using 
this unique identifier to associate the one or more replies 
with the electronic message. 
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